
Polio once wreaked havoc on communities across the U.S. and around the world. The highly 
infectious disease invades the nervous system and can cause severe illness and total  

paralysis in a matter of hours, mainly in young children.

With vaccines and high vaccination rates, the tragedy of polio and children with  
permanent paralysis and breathing through iron lungs is decades in the past.

Polio Vaccine: Before and After1

VACC I N E S  E N D E D  P O L I O  I N  T H E  U . S .

ISN'T OVER YET
BUT THE FIGHT

1952
Just before the polio vaccine became available, 
the U.S. faced 60,000 known cases of polio, 
including 21,000 causing paralysis.

1960 Within five years of polio vaccine availability  
in the U.S., only 61 cases of paralytic polio.

1979 Last cases of polio reported in the U.S.

1955The FDA approved the first polio vaccine.

1961-63The FDA approved multiple more polio 
vaccines.

However, the polio crisis will resurge if vaccines do not remain a tool available  
to the American public and vaccination rates do not remain high.  

Because polio is not eradicated around the world,  
the U.S. is still at risk if vaccination rates decline.



1   Epidemiology and Prevention of Vaccine Preventable Diseases – Chapter 18: Poliomyelitis  
    (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
2  About Global Polio Eradication (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
3  Our goal to eradicate polio worldwide (Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation)

The Future of Polio Vaccinations
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Visit fightinfectiousdisease.org 
to learn more.

Safe and effective 
vaccines are crucial 
to protect ourselves, 
our loved ones, and 
our communities 
by preventing the 
spread of illnesses. 

https://www.cdc.gov/pinkbook/hcp/table-of-contents/chapter-18-poliomyelitis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/global-polio-vaccination/about/index.html
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/our-work/programs/global-development/polio

