
For decades, vaccines have  
safeguarded American families.  
Thank to vaccines, polio and  
smallpox have both been eradicated for  
people in the U.S. since the late 1970s.1,2 
But declining vaccination rates could enable  
these deadly diseases to return to the U.S.

Measles outbreaks are on the rise globally and polio still spreads in some  
countries. Unvaccinated individuals exposed to these illnesses risk  
contracting and speading them as they travel to the U.S. or elsewhere.

Maintaining U.S. eradication of polio and measles relies on widespread 
vaccination, as travel, immigration, and lack of collective immunity 
could expose vulnerable Americans to these preventable diseases.

Polio remains endemic in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan.3

In 2024, polio appeared in wastewater in Spain, Germany,  
and Poland – including tourist hotspots like Barcelona and Munich.4  
Similar detections occurred in London in 2022.5

Measles outbreaks surged by nearly  
in 2023, affecting 57 countries.6
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1.	 Poliomyelitis (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) 
2.	 The Triumph of Science: The Incredible Story of Smallpox Eradication (National Foundation for Infectious Disease)
3.	 Endemic Countries (Global Polio Eradication Initiative) 
4.	 Poliovirus has been detected in sewage in 3 European countries. What happens now? (Euronews) 
5.	 Sustained detection of type 2 poliovirus in London sewage between February and July, 2022 (The Lancet)
6.	 Measles cases surge worldwide, infecting 10.3 million people in 2023 (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) 
7.	 Polio Vaccination Rates in Some Areas if the US Hover Dangerously Close to the Threshold Required for Herd Immunity (UConn Today)
8.	 Progress Toward Measles Elimination – Worldwide, 2000-2023 (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
9.	 Childhood Vaccination Rates Continue to Decline as Trump Heads for a Second Term (KFF)
10.	Which US states have the highest and lowest polio vaccination rates? (ABC News) 
11.	Measles Cases and Outbreaks (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
12.	This year’s measles case total is now the highest in the U.S. since 2019 (NBC News)

Community or “herd” immunity limits the ability of diseases to spread within a community. 

Instances in the U.S. as recently as last year underscore the importance of vaccines 
and why vigilance is critical.

Vaccines protect Americans from the 
resurgence of preventable, deadly 
diseases like polio and measles.

Visit fightinfectiousdisease.org to learn more.
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In 2024, U.S. measles 
cases surged to 

across 31 states and Washington, D.C. - 
up from 59 total cases in 2023.11

The largest U.S. measles outbreaks in 2024 occurred at a migrant 
shelter in Chicago, an elementary school in southeast Florida, and 
a children’s hospital and a daycare center in Philadelphia.12

In 2022, a New York man contracted paralytic polio 
after overseas exposure. Two months later, New York 
declared a state of emergency as polio appeared in 
57 wastewater samples.7

Washington, D.C. 
had a national-low

polio vaccination rate for students in 2020-21, 
barely meeting herd immunity.10

states fell below the 95% MMR target, 
including 14 below 90%.9

https://www.cdc.gov/pinkbook/hcp/table-of-contents/chapter-18-poliomyelitis.html
https://www.nfid.org/the-triumph-of-science-the-incredible-story-of-smallpox-eradication/
https://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/polio-endemic-countries/
https://www.euronews.com/health/2024/12/04/poliovirus-has-been-detected-in-sewage-in-3-european-countries-what-happens-now
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)01804-9/fulltext
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2024/p1114-measles-cases.html
https://today.uconn.edu/2022/09/polio-vaccination-rates-in-some-areas-of-the-us-hover-dangerously-close-to-the-threshold-required-for-herd-immunity-heres-why-that-matters-2/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7345a4.htm
https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/childhood-vaccination-rates-continue-to-decline-as-trump-heads-for-a-second-term/
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/us-states-highest-lowest-polio-vaccination-rates/story?id=88539770
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/us-measles-cases-2024-so-far-rcna145013

